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Welcome  to  my  fellow  Blinded  Veterans,  Family  Members,  Staff,  Vendors,  and  Friends  to 
the  70th  Blinded  Veterans  Association  Convention  at  the  Louisville  Marriot  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Since  1945  the  Blinded  Veterans  Association  has  gathered  in  convention  to  not  only  elect 
its  leaders  for  the  next  year  but  to  make  the  changes  needed  to  make  sure  that  we  do 
indeed  remain  the  organization  of  blinded  veterans  helping  blinded  veterans. 

It  is  also  not  just  a time  meet  to  great  old  friends  but  to  make  new  ones  as  well.  It  is  also 
a time  to  rekindle  and  also  establish  the  camaraderie  that  is  and  what  makes  the  Blinded 
Veterans  Association.  As  stated  above,  it's  time  for  us  to  make  certain  that  the  business 
of  the  BVA  and  the  updating  of  the  bylaws  are  compatible  with  the  purpose  of  our 
founding  and  mission. 

The  BVA  is  unique  in  its  own  right,  as  we  deal  specifically  with  blindness  and  or  the  severe 
visual  impairment  of  our  nation's  veterans  both  here  and  abroad.  This  is  unique  in  that  it 
involves  only  the  sense  of  sight.  Just  think  about  that  mission  we've  worked  for,  for  70 
years  and  counting.  Because  of  BVA  we  have  the  Blind  Rehabilitation  Centers,  the  local 
issuance  of  equipment,  computers  and  CCTV's,  508  compliance,  BRC  oversight  and  Vision 
Centers  of  Excellence,  just  to  name  a few.  All  this  is  accomplished  at  our  conventions  with 
the  approval  by  the  membership  of  the  resolutions  brought  forth  by  those  concerned 
about  the  future  of  not  only  BVA  but  of  blinded  veterans. 

This  is  the  70th  year  of  our  organization  in  which  we  demonstrate  that  our  membership 
and  financial  status  are  sound  and  still  growing;  and  that  every  year  brings  a new  chapter 
of  change  in  the  history  of  the  BVA.  As  we  recognize  those  veterans  who  have  fought 
from  WWII  to  Operations  Iraqi  and  Enduring  Freedom  both  here  abroad  and  with  our 
Blinded  Veterans  of  the  United  Kingdom  brothers.  We  all  have  one  thing  in  common 
besides  war  and  that's  blindness  and  wanting  to  have  a little  fun. 

So,  as  I turn  over  the  reins  to  your  newly  elected  President,  I leave  you  with  this  thought. 
We  come  to  these  conventions  to  make  things  better  for  those  who  will  come  after  us. 

We  are  the  pioneers  if  you  will.  All  I ask  is  that  you  open  your  hearts  and  minds  as  to 
what  is  trying  to  be  accomplished  at  these  conventions.  It's  not  just  for  us.  I hope  you  will 


1 


continue  on  with  this  tradition  of  making  the  future  better  for  those  who 
come  and  replace  us. 

So  Welcome  to  Louisville,  Kentucky  and  to  an  exceptional  presentation  of 
BVA  Hospitality  and  friendship.  I'll  still  be  around  for  another  2 years! 

Best  regards  to  all, 

Mark  A.  Cornell, 

National  President 
Blinded  Veterans  Association 

Letter  from  the  Executive  Director: 

Dear  Blinded  Veteran  National  Convention  participant, 

It  is  our  great  pleasure  to  welcome  you  all  as  participants  to  the  69th  Blinded  Veterans 
Association  National  Convention. 

We  have  a lot  on  the  agenda,  and  a lot  for  all  of  you  to  accomplish,  none  of  which  can 
happen  without  your  active  participation.  The  membership  and  community  of  BVA  is 
central  to  these  proceedings,  and  we  need  you  to  take  full  advantage  of  your  time  here  - 
your  efforts  matter! 

In  addition  to  the  important  business  meetings  which  guide  this  organization,  we  are 
offering  numerous  education  and  leadership  training  opportunities  to  help  develop  our 
future  leaders.  We  turn  to  you  to  make  this  organization  strong. 

The  exhibit  hall  and  education  sessions  are  there  to  broaden  your  horizons,  introduce 
you  to  new  ideas  and  new  solutions,  and  help  you  make  more  connections  both  within 
the  BVA  membership,  and  into  the  extended  community.  We  sincerely  believe  you'll  find 
like-minded  colleagues  and,  together,  increase  your  understanding  of  the  issues  that  are 
most  important  to  all  of  us. 

The  convention  wouldn't  be  possible  without  the  volunteers,  speakers,  exhibitors,  and 
sponsors,  all  of  whom  show  tremendous  hard  work,  commitment  and  dedication  to 
BVA's  membership  and  activities,  and  our  sincere  appreciation  goes  out  to  all  of 
them.  Thank  you! 

JU 

Al  Avina 

Executive  Director 
Blinded  Veterans  Association 
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2015  BVA  CONVENTION 
EXHIBITORS 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  **** 
Louisville,  KY 
(800)-223-1839  Ext.257 
www.aph.org 

America's  VetDogs®  - The  Veteran's  K-9 
Corps,  Inc.®  *** 

Smithtown,  NY 

6319309007 

www.VetDogs.org 


Enhanced  Vision 
Huntington  Beach,  CA 
(714)-465-3400  ext.  2247 
www.enhancedvision.com 


En-Vision 
Normal,  IL 
3094523088 

www.envisionamerica.com 


Eschenbach  Optik  *** 
Danbury,  CT 
8004875389 
www.eschenbach.com 


BackTPack 

Salem,  OR 

5033657554 

www.backtpack.com 

Baum  Retec,  Inc. 

Methven,  MA 

8556207985 

www.baumusa.com 


eSight  Corporation 
Toronto,  ON 
(613)-271-9539  ext.  310 
www.esighteyewear.com 

EVAS 

Westerly,  Rl 
4015963155 
www.evas.com/vet 


Blue  Jay  Wireless  ** 

9727888845 

www.blueiavwireless.com 

Braille  Bibles 

Liberty,  MO 

8164794082 

www.braillebibles.org 

Discover  Technologies 

9708467440 

www.discovertechnologies.com 

Elia  Life  Tech. 

www.theeliaidea.com 


Fidelco  Guide  Dog  Foundation 
Bloomfield,  CT 
8609787007 
www.fidelco.org 

Freedom  Scientific 

St.  Petersburg,  FL 
7278038000 

www.freedomscientific.com 

Guide  Dogs  of  America 

Sylmar,  CA 
8004594843 

www.guidedogsofamerica.org 


* indicates  convention  sponsors 
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Guiding  Eyes  for  the  Blind  Inc. 

Yorktown  Heights,  NY 

9142432252 

www.guidingeyes.org 

Hadley  School 

Winnetka,  IL 
8474468111 
www.hadley.edu 

HIMS 

Austin,  TX 
5128372000  x304 
www.hims-inc.com 

Integration  Technologies  Group,  Inc. 

Falls  Church,  VA 
7036988282 

www.accessibilityproducts.net 

International  Association  of  Audio 
Information  Services  (IAAIS) 

Lexington,  KY 

8594226392 

www.iaais.org 

Irie-AT 

Corvallis,  OR 
8883080059 
www.irie-at.com 

Iron  Bow  Technologies 

Phoenix,  AZ 

6025385557 

www.ironbow.com 

Lakeshore  Foundation 

Birmingham,  AL 
2052153700 
www.lakeshore.org 
* indicates  convention  sponsors 
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Leader  Dogs  for  the  Blind 

Rochester  Hills,  Ml 
2482186358 
www.leaderdog.org 

Lighthouse  for  the  Blind 

Seattle,  WA 
2069734060 

www.seattlelighthouse.org 

Logicmark 

Louisville,  KY 
(703)-934-7934  Ext.  138 

www.logicmark.com 

LS&S,  LLC  ** 

Buffalo,  NY 
7163483516 
www.lssproducts.com 

Magnifying  America 
Ocala,  FL 
8003641610 

www.magnifyingamerica.com 

National  Industries  For  The  Blind  (NIB)  ** 

Alexandria,  VA 
7033100331 

www.nib.org 

National  Library  Service  for  the  Blind  and 

Physically  Handicapped,  Library  of 

Congress 

Washington,  DC 

2027070717 

www.loc.gov/nls 

Optelec 

Vista,  CA 

(800)-826-4200  Ext.  296 


www.optelec.com 
Orcam 
Jericho,  NY 
1-800-713-3741 
www.orcam.com 

Polara  Engineering  Inc. 

Corona,  CA 

(714)-521-0900  ext.  131 
www.polara.com 

Precision  Vision,  Inc 
LaSalle,  il 
8152232022 

www.precision-vision.com 

Sendero  Group 

Davis,  CA 
8887576810 

www.senderogroup.com 

Southeastern  Guide  Dogs 
Palmetto,  FI 
9418451866 
www.guidedogs.org 


Specialized  Phones 

Denton,  TX 
9405358244 


VA  Office  of  Research  and  Development 
Baltimore,  MD 


4437593461 


www.research.va.gov 


Vanda  Pharmaceuticals  Inc.  ***** 
Washington,  DC 
202-734-3424  (desk) 

ViewPlus  Technologies  Inc. 

Corvallis,  OR 
5412242699 
www.viewplus.com 


Vision  Center  of  Excellence 

Bethesda,  MD 

3014001130 

vce.health.mil 


FLOOR  2 


CONVENTION  SPACE 


* 


indicates  convention  sponsors 
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BVA  Convention  Schedule  of  Events 


SUNDAY,  AUGUST  16 

12:30  p.m.  - 5:00  p.m.  Registration  Check-In 


4:00  p.m.  - 5:00  p.m.  Welcome  & Orientation. 


MONDAY,  AUGUST  17 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m.  Nurses’  Station  (Monday  - Friday) 


8:30  a.m.  - 9:00  a.m.  Welcome  Session  and  Agenda  Overview 

9:00  a.m.  - 10:15  a.m.  Education  Session  1A:  Smart  Phone  Basics_ 
9:00  a.m.  - 10:15  a.m.  Education  Session  IB:  Mobile  Phone  Basics 


Ballroom  VII 
Rose 


WIN 

Bluegrass  2 

_Bluegrass  1 

Bluegrass  2 

9:00  a.m.  - 1 1 :45  a.m.  Education  Session  1 C:  Intro  to  Service  Officer  1 Thoroughbred 

10:30  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m.  Registration  and  Check-in Ballroom  VII 

10:30  a.m.  - 11:45  a.m.  Education  Session  2A:  iPhone  Fundamentals Bluegrass  1 

10:30  a.m.  - 11:45  a.m.  Education  Session  2B:  Android  Fundamentals Bluegrass  2 

1 :00  p.m.  - 3:45  p.m.  Education  Session  3A:  Hands  on  Workshop  Bluegrass  1 

1 :00  p.m.  - 4:45  p.m.  Education  Session  3B:  Way  Finding  and  GPS  Bluegrass  2 

1 :00  p.m.  - 3:45  p.m.  Education  Session  3C:  Intro  to  Service  Officer  2 Thoroughbred 

1 :30  p.m.  - 4:30  p.m.  APH  Museum  and  Factory  Tour  ($1 1 per  person) Offsite 

Bus  pick  up  at  the  2nd  street  Entrance,  leaves  at  1 :30p.m.,  and  returns  to  the  hotel  by  5:00  p.m. 

2:30  p.m.  - 3:45  p.m.  Education  Session  4A:  Setting  up  & Using  Email_ _Bluegrass  1 

2:30  p.m.  - 3:45  p.m.  Education  Session  4B:  TBD Bluegrass  2 

4:00  p.m.  - 5:00  p.m.  Review  Session Bluegrass  2 

6:00  p.m.  - 10:00  p.m.  Baseball  Game  ($20  per  person) Offsite 

Meet  in  the  Lobby  at  6:00  p.m.  to  pick  up  tickets  and  shuttle  to  the  stadium.  Public  transportation 
>is  also  available. 


9:00  p.m.  - 1 1 :00  p.m.  Hospitality  Room  Open  for  Socializing, 


TBD 
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•iNANDA 

PHARmACEUTICALS  inC. 


Vanda  Pharmaceuticals  is  dedicated  to  raising  awareness  of 
Non-24-Hour  Sleep-Wake  Disorder  (Non-24)  and  supporting  the  blindness  community. 

Non-24  is  a rare  circadian  rhythm  disorder  affecting  up  to  70%  of  people  who 
are  totally  blind.  People  living  with  Non-24  experience  excessive  daytime  sleepiness 
and  nighttime  sleeplessness,  which  leads  to  impaired  social  and  occupational  functioning. 

This  is  due  to  the  misalignment  between  the  internal  master  body  clock  and  the  24-hour  day. 

COME  VISIT  US  AT  OUR  BOOTH  TO  LEARN  ABOUT  NON-24 
AND  SIGN  UP  FOR  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION! 

CALL  A HEALTH  EDUCATOR  TOLL-FREE  AT  1-855-856-2424.  24  HOURS  A DAY,  EVERY  DAY. 


NON-24 


a circadian  rhythm  disorder 

VISIT  US  ONLINE  AT  www.Non-24.com. 


©2015  VANDA  PHARmACEUTICALS  inc.  All  rights  reserved.  N240297  Printed  in  the  USA  07/15 
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Convention  Schedule  of  Events 
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TUESDAY, 

8:00  a.m.  - 
8:30  a.m.  - 
9:00  a.m.  - 
9:00  a.m.  - 
9:00  a.m.  - 
10:30  a.m.  - 
10:30  a.m.  - 
10:30  a.m- 
10:30  a.m- 
12:00  p.m.  - 
1:00  p.m.  - 
1:00  p.m.  - 
2:30  p.m.  - 
4:00  p.m.  - 
4:30  p.m.- 
7:00  p.m.  - 
9:00  p.m.- 


AUGUST  18 

6:00  p.m.  Nurses’  Station  Open  (Monday  - Friday) 
9:00  a.m.  Welcome  Session 


10:15  a.m.  Education  Session  1A:  Voiceye_ 


WIN 

Bluegrass  2 

Bluegrass  1 

10:15  a.m.  Education  Session  IB:  What  ARM  can  do  for  you Bluegrass  2 

5:00  p.m.  Auxiliary  Silent  Auction  Ballroom  VIII 

- 5:00  p.m.  Registration  and  Check-in Ballroom  VII 

- 6:30  p.m.  Exhibit  Hall Ballroom  VI 

1 1:45  a.m.  Education  Session  2A:  iPhone  & iPad  Bluegrass  1 

1 1 :45  a.m.  Education  Session  2B:  GPS  App  & Book  Reader Bluegrass  2 

- 1:00  p.m.  Lunch  & Learn  Ballroom  IV 

2:15  p.m.  Education  Session  3A:  orCAM  / Accessible  Phones Bluegrass  1 

4:00  p.m.  Education  Session  3B:  Consumer  Finance  & Protection  Bluegrass  2 

3:45  p.m.  Education  Session  4A:  VA  Voluntary  Services __Bluegrass  1 

4:30  p.m.  Rules  Committee _Rose 

5:00  p.m.  Credentials  Committee  Rose 

10:00  p.m.  BVA  President’s  Welcome  Reception  Ballroom  V 


1 1 :30  p.m.  Hospitality  Room  Open  for  Socializing. 


TBD 
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LS&S  wishes  to  thank  our  Veterans  and  Active  Duty 
personnel  for  their  service  to  our  country. 

LS&S  has  been  serving  the  needs  of  the  visually  impaired  and  the  hard  of 
hearing  for  almost  30  years.  We  have  two  guiding  principles:  to  provide  the 
best  customer  service  and  provide  the  most  useful  products. 

LS&S  is  pleased  to  offer  low  vision  products  on  display  at  our  booth.  Check  c 

^ I a m ■ ■ r"v  • . I ■ I • I • - .1  ail.  I • I • - l • • . ■ 
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• Great  Product  Selection 

• Knowledgeable  Customer  Service 

• Fast  Order  Processing 

• Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


Toll  Free:  800  468  4789 
www.LSSproducts.com 
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Convention  Schedule  of  Events 


WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  19 


i 

i 
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8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m.  Nurses’  Station  Open  (Wednesday  - Friday)  WIN 

'8:00  a.m.-  9:45  a.m.  Opening  Session: Ballroom 

'Featuring  Sloan  Gibson  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 

.9:45  a.m.  - 11:30  a.m.  Opening  Business:  (BVA  Members  & Delegates) Ballroom 

10:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m.  Auxiliary  Silent  Auction Ballroom 

10:00  a.m.  -12:00  p.m.  Auxiliary  Membership  Business  Meeting Ballroom 

10:30  a.m.  -12:00  p.m.  Registration  Open  Ballroom 

10:30  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m.  Exhibit  Hall  Open _Ballroom 

\ 

1 :00  p.m.  - 2:00  p.m.  Exhibitor  Presentations  Ballroom 

2:00  p.m.  - 2:30  p.m.  Field  Service  UpdateJOpen  to  All)  Ballroom 

2:00  p.m.  - 5:00  p.m.  Auxiliary  Caregiver  Discussion Ballroom 

2:30  p.m.  - 3:00  p.m.  Legislative  UpdateJBVA  Members) Ballroom 

3:00  p.m.  - 5:00  p.m.  Bylaws  & Resolutions  Meeting_(Members/Delegates)_Ballroom 

5:30  p.m.  - 9:00  p.m.  Bowling_($17  per  person) Offsite 

**The  bus  will  meet  promptly  at  5pm  in  the  Lobby  and  returns  to  the  hotel  by  9:30pm. 

6:30  p.m.-  7:30  p.m.  Guide  Dog  Users  Group Ballroom 

9:00  p.m.  — 11 :30  p.m.  Hospitality  Room  Open  for  Socializing ^Ballroom 


V 

V 

VIII 

VIII 

VII 
VI 

V 

V 

VIII 

V 

V 

V 
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X/icinRnnl/  Portable  Electronic 
VISIOdOOK  @ Magnifier  and  Distance  Viewer 

A high  quality,  full-color  reading  device  for  visually  impaired  users. 

Some  Features: 

• Compact  and  light 

• 12-inch  HD  widescreen  monitor 

• Several  viewing  modes 

• Intuitive  operation 

• HD  camera  for  magnification  & distance  viewing 

• Battery  with  5+  hours  of  operation 


American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 
800.223.1839  • info@aph.org  • www.aph.org 


Folds  for  carrying  v 
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http://shop.aph.org 
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Contact  Us  j 
ph:  646-765-8585 

info@TheElialdea.com 

www.TheElialdea.com 
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Convention  Schedule  of  Events 


THURSDAY,  AUGUST  20 

8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m.  Nurses’  Station  (Thursday  - Friday) WIN 

8:00  a.m.  - 8:30  a.m.  BVA  Forum:  Opening  Remarks Ballroom  V 

8:30  a.m.  - 9:45  a.m.  Prosthetics Ballroom  V 

Featuring:  Penny  Nechanicky,  National,  Director,  Prosthetic  & Sensory  Aids  Services, 

VA  Central  Office 

10:00  a.m -1 1 :00  a.m.  Research Ballroom  V 

Featuring  Tonia  Rex  Assistant  Professor  at  the  Department  of  Ophthalmology  and  Visual 
Sciences  at  the  Vanderbilt  Eye  Institute 

11:00  a.m.-12:00  p.m.  Toast  Masters Ballroom  V 


Featuring:  Lance  Dudley  How  to  Grow  Your  Chapter  and  Run  Effective  Meetings 


12:30  p.m.  - 2:30  p.m.  Father  Carroll  Memorial  Luncheon  Ballroom  VI 

Featuring  Michael  Hudson  Director  of  the  APH  Museum:  Presenting  selections  of  previous 
Father  Carroll  Speeches 


2:30  p.m. 
2:30  p.m. 
3:30  p.m. 


3:30  p.m.  Officer  Candidate  SpeechesJMembers/Delegates) Ballroom  V 

3:30  p.m.  AUXILLARY  Care  giver  Discussion  Ballroom  VIII 


5:00  p.m.  District  Caucus  Meetings:  your  district  number  is  on  your  badge 

District  1 _Ballroom  IX 

District  2 

District  3 

District  4 

District  5 

District  6 


5:30  p.m. 

6:30  p.m. 

9:00  p.m.  - 1 1 :00  p.m.  Hospitality  Room  Open  for  Socializing, 


7:00  p.m.  Auxiliary  Silent  Auction  - pick  up. 
7:30  p.m.  Toast  Masters  Meeting 


Ballroom  X 
Ballroom  III 
Ballroom  VII 
Ballroom  II 
Ballroom  I 


.Ballroom  VIII 
.Ballroom  V 
TBD 
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EST.  2003  

AMERICA’S 

VetDogs 

“America  was  built  on  courage,  on  imagination  and  an  unbeatable  determination  to 
do  the  job  at  hand.”  Harry  S.  Truman 

At  the  Guide  Dog  Foundation  and  America’s  VetDogs,  we  are 
determined  to  do  the  job  at  hand:  ensure  America’s  blind  or  visually 
impaired  veterans  regain  their  freedom  and  independence  to  live  without 
boundaries. 

We  offer: 

☆ NEW!  Two-week  training  class  with  2:1  student/teacher  ratio 

☆ Personalized  attention  to  meet  a veteran’s  particular  needs 

☆ Innovative  training  techniques 

All  our  services  are  provided  at  NO  COST  to  the  veteran. 


We  are  proud  to  sponsor  the  President’s  Reception 


1 -866-VETDOGS 
(1-866-838-3647) 

www.VetDogs.org 

Follow  us  on  Facebook,  Twitter, 
and  Instagram 


371  East  Jericho  Turnpike  • Smithtown,  NY  11787 
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EST.  1946 

GUIDE  DOG 

FOUNDATION 


Convention  Schedule  of  Events 


FRIDAY,  AUGUST  21 


8:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m.  Nurses’  Station  Open  (Friday) WIN 

8:30  a.m.  - 11:45  a.m.  Closing  Business  Meeting Ballroom  V 

BVA  Members/Delegates  Only  - Vote  on  bylaws,  resolutions,  and  convention  & officer  elections. 
8:30  a.m.  - 12:00  p.m.  Auxiliary  Membership  Meeting  and  Elections Bailroom  VIII 

1 :00  p.m.  - 2:00  p.m.  Education  Session:  To  be  determined Ballroom  V 

1 :30  p.m.  - 3:30  p.m.  APH  Museum  and  Factory  Tour_($1 1 per  person) Offsite 

Shuttle  leaves  at  1 :00  p.m.  and  returns  to  the  hotel  by  4:00  p.m. 

2:00  p.m.  - 4:00  p.m.  Leadership  Training:  Regional  Group  Manual Ballroom  V 

Presented  by  Paul  Kaminsky-  District  5 Director 

6:00  p.m.  - 9:30  p.m.  Awards  Banquet Ballroom  VI 

9:00  p.m.  - 1 1 :30  p.m.  Hospitality  Room  Open  for  Socializing TBD 


SATURDAY,  AUGUST  22 

7:00  a.m.  - 9:30  a.m.  5K  Run,  Walk  and  Roll Meet  in  Lobby 

Participants  will  meet  in  the  Hotel  lobby  and  walk  down  to  the  river  as  group.  Those  that  want  to 
run  can  do  when  we  get  to  waterfront  park  and  when  they  have  a confirmed  running  partner. 

12:30  p.m.  - 3:00  p.m.  APH  Film  Festival at  APH 

This  is  an  optional  event.  Transportation  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  is  not 
included.  Details  will  be  provided  in  your  convention  bag. 


BVA  would  like  to  thank  its  outstanding  convention  volunteers  as  well  as  Margarine 
Beaman  for  coordinating  their  efforts.  We  would  also  like  to  thank  Brenda  McDaniels 
for  coordinating  travel  and  all  of  the  regional  groups  and  members  who  supported  this 
convention,  the  BVA  National  Auxiliary,  Hotel  Staff  and  BVA  Staff  that  have  worked 
so  hard  to  make  this  event  a success.  Thank  you  all. 
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Sandy  Krasnodemski,  National  President 
Rev.  Edna  Kirksey-Dixon,  Vice  President 
Melissa  Johnson , Secretary 
Carl  Hytinen,  Treasurer 
Patti  Hail , Past  President 


Blinded  Veterans  Association  Auxiliary 


The  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Auxiliary  would  like  to  thank  the 
The  Blinded  Veterans  Association  for  organizing  and  hosting  the 

70th  Annual  Blinded  Veteran's  Association's  National  Convention 

39th  Annual  BVA  Auxiliary's  National  Convention 

We  (the  Blinded  Veterans  Association  Auxiliary)  are  spouses,  family,  caregivers,  and  friends  of 
blinded  veterans.  We  come  together  as  BVAA  individuals  and  regional  groups  working 
together  as  a TEAM  to  support  and  develop  more  interest  in  BVA  and  in  our  blinded  veterans. 

Our  BVAA  Regional  Groups  also  want  to  thank  the  BVA,  for  their  hard  work  and  dedication. 
Florida  RG  Oregon  Columbia  RG  Oklahoma  RG  North  Carolina  Eastern  RG 
Rio  Grande  RG  South  Texas  RG  Greater  Houston  RG  Southern  California  RG 


Southern  Arizona  RG 


Be  sure  to  stop  by  the  BVA  Auxiliary  Silent  Auction 


Blinded  Veterans  Association  Auxiliary 
Website:  www.bvaaux.org 
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BVA  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION  SCHEDULE 


AUGUST  17-21,  2015 
All  spouses'  guests  and  friends  of  Blind  Veterans  are  welcome 
Monday: 

3:00  pm— 6:00  pm— Auxiliary  Silent  Auction  Set  up 

Tuesday: 

9:00am— 5:00  pm— Auxiliary  Silent  Auction 
10:00  am— Noon  — BVAA  Board  Meeting 

Wednesday: 

10:00am— 5:00pm— Aux.  Silent  Auction 
10:00am— 12:00am— BVAA  Business  Meeting 
2:00pm— 5:00pm— BVAA  Caregiver  Discussion 

Thursday: 

9:00am  — Noon— Aux.  Silent  Auction  (CLOSED  @NOON) 
2:30pm— 4:30pm— BVAA  Caregiver  Discussion 

5:30pm— 7:00pm— Aux.  Silent  Auction  pick  up 

Friday: 

9:00— 11:00am— BVAA  Closing  Business  Meeting 
11:30— 1:00pm— Last  chance  Auction  PICK  UP 
1:30pm— 2:30pm— New  Officers'  meeting 


17 


Bunded  Veterans  Association 
National  Officers  & Staff 

As  of  July  18th  2015 


BVA  Board  of  Directors 

President 

Mark  Cornell,  San  Antonio,  TX 
Vice  President 

Robert  "Dale"  Stamper,  Hayden,  ID 
Secretary 

Joe  Parker,  Pisgah  Forest,  NC 
Treasurer 

Paul  Mimms  , Kansas  City,  MO 
Director,  District  #1  outgoing 
David  Vanloan,  Mosul,  CT 
Director,  District  #1 
TBA 

Director,  District  #2  outgoing 
Freddie  Edwards,  Indianapolis,  IN 
Director,  District  #2 
TBA 

Director,  District  #3 
Pete  Davis,  Arlington,  VA 
Director,  District  #4 
Robert  Mower,  Spanaway,  WA 
Director,  District  #5 
Paul  Kaminsky,  Middleburg,  FL 
Director,  District  #6 
Dr.  Thomas  Zampieri,  Pearland,  TX 
Immediate  Past  President:  Outgoing 
Sam  Huhn,  Elkins  Park,  PA 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
Daniel  Wallace,  Union,  MO 
Acting  National  Chaplain 
Neftali  Sanchez,  Garden  Terrace,  CA 
Honorary  Member 
Joe  Burns,  New  Orleans,  l_A 
Honorary  Member 
Dr.  Donald  Gagliano 


National  Auxiliary  Officers 

President 

Sandy  Krasnodemski,  Allen  Park,  MI 
Vice  President 
Edna  Dixon,  Bay  Minette,  AL 
Secretary 

Melissa  Johnson,  Aberdeen,  SD 
Treasurer 

Carl  Hytinen,  Seekonk,  MA 
Bulletin  Reporter 
Pam  Hogan,  Canyon  Country,  CA 

National  Field  Officers 

Wanda  Grover , Philadelphia,  PA 
Wade  Davis  , Washington,  DC 
Joseph  Axt,  Decatur,  GA 
Claudia  Belk  , Houston,  TX 
Eileen  Vasquez  , St.  Paul,  MN 
Scott  Scieszinski , San  Diego,  CA 

National  Office  Staff 

Executive  Director 
Al  Avina 

Administrative  Director 
Brigitte  Jones 
Chief  Financial  Officer 
Kathy  Ruais 

Communications  Manager 
Stuart  Nelson 

Convention  / Project  Manager 
Christina  Hitchcock 
Government  Relations  Director 
Vacant 

Membership  Coordinator 
Cecilia  Montenegro 
National  Field  Service  Director 
Ed  Eckroth 

National  Training  Coordinator 
Wade  Davis,  Washington,  DC 
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2015-2016  DISTRICT  DIRECTORS 


District  1 Director: 

District  2 Director: 

District  3 Director:  Pete  Davis  (703)521-3745  thepetedavis@qmail.com 
District  4 Director:  Robert  Mower  (253)  846-8277  zeebob33@qmail.com 
District  5 Director:  Paul  Kaminsky  (904)  291-0576  pkiax@kaminsky.com 
District  6 Director:  Dr.  Thomas  Zampieri  (301)-204-3291  t.zampieri@hotmail.com 
National  Headquarters:  1 800-669-7079 


iJBLINDED 
^VETERANS 
/*  ASSOCIATION 

SERVING  BLINDED  VETERANS  SINCE  WORLD  WAR  II 


DISTRICTS  and  the 
STATES  assigned  to  them. 


DISTRICT  1:  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  Maine,  Michigan,  New  Hampshire,  New 

York,  Puerto  Rico/Virgin  Islands,  Rhode  Island  and  Vermont 

DISTRICT  2:  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Minnesota,  Missouri, 

Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma  and 
Wisconsin 


DISTRICT  3:  Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  New  Jersey, 

North  Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Virginia, 
West  Virginia 

DISTRICT  4:  Alaska,  Arizona,  California,  Hawaii,  Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  Oregon, 

Utah,  Washington 


DISTRICT  5:  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia 

DISTRICT  6:  Colorado,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  New  Mexico,  Texas,  Wyoming 
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BVA  Field  Service  Resource  Center 


125  N.  West  St,  3rd  Floor 
Alexandria,  VA  22314 
Phone:  844-250-5180  (Toll  Free) 
Fax:  202-371-8258 
Email:  fieldservice@bva.org 


Director:  Ed  Eckroth  Ext. 322 

Appeals  Manager:  Judith  Bouton  Ext. 318 

Training  Coordinator:  Wade  Davis  Ext. 308 

Membership  Coordinator:  Cecilia  Montenegro  Ext. 315 


eeckroth@bva.org 

ibouton@bva.org 

wdavis@bva.org 

cmontenegro@bva.org 


National  Field  Service  Officers: 

Wanda  Grover,  M.S.  ED.  Joe  Axt 

Claudia  Belk  Bryan  Fuller 

Eileen  Vasquez  Charles  Smith 


The  Field  Service  Program  is  entering  a period  of  transition  to  increase 
efficiency  of  services  provided  to  blinded  veterans.  The  Blinded  Veterans 
Association  is  creating  a Field  Service  Program  Resource  Center  to  be  a one  stop 
shop  for  services  provided  by  BVA.  The  new  FSP  Resource  Center  will  feature  a 
dedicated  toll  free  number  which  any  blind  veteran  across  the  nation  can  call  and 
receive  services  from  any  BVA  National  Field  Service  Officer  regardless  of  where 
they  live.  This  will  streamline  services  and  provide  consistency  to  all  veterans. 


Starting  September  01,  2015  all  Field  service  calls  will  be  routed  through  the 
new  Field  Service  Program  Resource  Center.  As  part  of  this  transformation,  all  of 
BVA's  Field  Service  Regional  Offices  will  be  transferring  their  work  records  to 
nationals  and  closing.  The  new  Field  Service  Program  Resource  Center  will  be 
located  in  BVA  Headquarters  at  125  N West  Street,  Alexandria  VA. 
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This  Year  Marks  Our  70th  Convention 


Details  about  year’s  award  recipients  can  be  found  in  the  Father  Thomas  Carroll  or 
Awards  Banquet  Program  Books  which  are  provided  during  the  events. 


IRVING  DIENER  AWARD 

The  Diener  Award  was  established  in  1961  when  Irving  Diener  put  up  $50  to  present 
to  the  individual  selected.  The  stipend  was  originally  the  amount  of  life  membership 
dues  for  one  person.  The  three  most  recent  Past  National  Presidents  are  the  judges 
for  this  award.  Details  can  be  found  in  the  Awards  Banquet  Program 


2015  - 

Ruth  Klein 

1987  - 

Troy  McKenzie 

2014  - 

Charles  Register 

1986  - 

No  Award  Given 

2013  - 

No  Nominees 

1985  - 

David  Szumowski 

2012  - 

Randall  Durrigan 

1984  - 

Rev.  Jack  Kinley 

2011  - 

No  Nominees 

1983  - 

Harry  Quiles 

2010  - 

Dennis  O’Connell 

1982  - 

Dr.  Ronald  Miller 

2009  - 

Bill  Case 

1981  - 

John  Fales,  Jr. 

2008  - 

Roy  Young 

1980  - 

Henry  Berube 

2007  - 

No  Nominees 

1979  - 

Walter  Powell 

2006  - 

Don  Haynes 

1978  - 

Harold  Rogers 

2005  - 

Gene  Lowery 

1977  - 

Dr.  George  Stocking 

2004  - 

Terry  King 

1976  - 

Dennis  Wyant 

2003  - 

Eldon  Pugh 

1975  - 

Frank  Yagel,  Jr. 

2002  - 

Jimmy  Hutcherson 

1974  - 

Julius  Morris 

2001  - 

Harold  Powell 

1973  - 

George  Mitchell 

2000  - 

Mark  Cornell 

1972  - 

Harrison  Gilpin 

1999  - 

Larry  Grant 

1971  - 

Jerry  Monroe 

1998  - 

Harold  Marshall 

1970  - 

Clyde  Waugh 

1997  - 

Gerard  McDonnell 

1969  - 

Robert  Bescoe 

1996  - 

Frank  Scarcella 

1968  - 

Leonard  Shelhammer 

1995  - 

C.  Caroline  Maas 

1967  - 

Robert  Ward 

1994  - 

Cornelius  Appleby 

1966  - 

Simon  Gerbush 

1993  - 

Larry  Belote 

1965  - 

Stephen  Sivacek 

1992  - 

Bryan  Burnett 

1964  - 

William  Hughes 

1991  - 

Russell  Gage 

1963  - 

George  Gillespie 

1990  - 

Elizabeth  Carr 

1962  - 

David  Schnair 

1989  - 

Bobby  Ridener 

1988  - 

Urban  Miyares 
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MELVIN  J.  MAAS  ACHIEVEMENT  AWARD 


This  award,  the  highest  honor  bestowed  by  BVA,  is  annually  presented  to  one 
individual,  who  is  chosen  for  outstanding  exemplification  of  the  principles  of  initiative, 
independence  and  self-reliance. 


2015- 

James  Hogan 

1980  - 

Dennis  Wyant 

2014-Paul  Mimms 

1979  - 

George  Gillispie 

2013- 

Joe  Parker 

1978  - 

Charles  Boswell 

2012  - 

Thomas  Hicks 

1977  - 

Irvin  Schloss 

2011  - 

Dan  Standage 

1976  - 

E.  Sid  Allen 

2010  - 

Dr.  L.  Eugene  Apple 

1975  - 

Michael  Johnson 

2009  - 

Roy  Kekahuna 

1974  - 

Salvatore  D’Amico 

2008  - 

Roy  Young 

1973  - 

John  Amaniera,  Jr. 

2007  - 

Peter  Link 

1972  - 

Michael  Naranjo,  Jr. 

2006  - 

Randy  Greene 

1971  - 

Thomas  Dargie 

2005  - 

George  Brummell 

1970  - 

Donald  Wedewer 

2004  - 

Robert  “Dale”  Stamper 

1969  - 

Dr.  George  Stocking 

2003  - 

Dr.  Sidney  Ordway 

1968  - 

Paul  Duke 

2002  - 

Wilbert  Vandenbos 

1967  - 

Richard  Nooe 

2001  - 

Vito  DeSantis 

1966  - 

Orlando  Milano 

2000  - 

Clifford  Phillips 

1965  - 

Thomas  Hasbrook 

1999  - 

Mike  Lewis 

1964  - 

John  E.  Hodgin 

1998  - 

Dave  Szumowski 

1963  - 

Bob  Crowley  Riley 

1997  - 

Elizabeth  Carr 

1962  - 

H.  Smith  Shumway 

1996  - 

Michael  Burton 

1961  - 

Hez  Bussey 

1995  - 

Ernie  Flynn 

1960  - 

Walter  Stromer 

1994  - 

William  Fullerton 

1959  - 

Thomas  Kennedy,  Jr. 

1993  - 

Carl  Kirksey 

1958  - 

Vincent  Lopez 

1992  - 

Stephen  Maguire 

1957  - 

Welker  Shue 

1991  - 

Don  Garner 

1956  - 

James  Womack 

1990  - 

J.  Dennis  Cadigan 

1955  - 

Criss  Cole 

1989  - 

Buddy  Spivey 

1954  - 

Charles  Boswell 

1988  - 

Robert  Bottenberg 

1953  - 

Russell  Williams 

1987  - 

Joe  Burns 

1952  - 

Jesse  Castillo 

1986  - 

Clayton  Simons,  Sr. 

1951  - 

Hilliard  Kirby 

1985  - 

William  Thompson 

1950  - 

Paul  Grant 

1984  - 

Ellsworth  Sharpe 

1949  - 

Orlando  Milano 

1983  - 

Dr.  Ronald  Miller 

1948  - 

Thomas  Atkeson 

1982  - 

Jerry  Monroe 

1947  - 

Leonard  Shelhamer 

1981  - 

George  Stafford 
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THE  DAVID  L.  SCHNAIR  AWARD 


The  BVA  established  this  award  in  1994  in  memory  and  in  honor  of  David  L.  Schnair  a 
BVA  Board  Member  and  a BVA  Volunteer  for  nearly  five  decades.  David  L.  Schnair 
was  one  of  the  earlier  members  of  the  Blinded  Veterans  Association. 

The  award  may  be  given  to  a BVA  volunteer  office,  a member,  or  an  auxiliary  member, 
working  in  a BVA  Volunteer  Office,  who  has  provided  at  least  one  year  of  consistent 
and  outstanding  service  as  a BVA  volunteer.  The  volunteer  should  also  be  involved 
with  community  activities,  including  representing  BVA  as  a spokesperson. 

PREVIOUS  RECIPIENTS  OF  DAVID  L.  SCHNAIR  AWARD 


2014 

Charles  Davis 

2013 

Carl  Hytinen 

2012 

Enrique  Sanchez 

2011 

Ronald  Morales 

2010 

Robert  Keller,  Sr. 

2009 

Ron  Lester 

2008 

Hazel  Powell 

2007 

Jack  Shapiro 

2006 

Frank  Armstrong 

2005 

David  T.  May 

2004 

Paul  Kaminsky 

2003 

Dora  Gibe 

2002 

Rochelle  Gurgle 

2001 

Corwin  Mathews 

PAST  GAVEL  AWARD  WINNERS 

GOLD 

SILVER 

BRONZE 

2015  - 

2014  - 

Washington  State 

Wisconsin 

Florida 

2013  - 

Southern  California 

Rio  Grande 

Florida 

2012  - 

Missouri 

Southern  Arizona 

2011  - 

Florida 

Rhode  Island  & SE  Massachusetts 

2010  - 

Florida 

Cape  Cod  & Islands 

2009  - 

Florida 

Spokane  Inland  Empire 

2008  - 

Rio  Grande 

San  Diego 

2007  - 

Greater  Houston 

Rio  Grande 
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PAST  GAVEL  AWARD  WINNERS  (continued) 


2006- 

North  Carolina 

2005- 

Florida 

2004- 

Florida 

2003- 

South  Texas 

2002- 

South  Texas 

2001  - 

South  Texas 

2000- 

Florida 

1999- 

Massachusetts 

1998- 

New  York 

1997- 

Florida 

1996- 

Southern  California 

1995- 

South  Texas 

1994- 

Nebraska 

1993- 

South  Texas 

1992- 

South  Texas 

1991  - 

Minnesota 

1990- 

Florida 

1989- 

Wisconsin 

1988- 

Washington 

1987- 

Wisconsin 

1986- 

Massachusetts 

1985- 

Northern  California 

1984- 

Florida 

1983- 

Florida 

1982- 

Florida 

1981  - 

Alabama 

1980- 

Northern  California 

1979- 

Florida 

1978- 

BVA  of  Pennsylvania 

1977- 

Florida 

1976- 

Greater  Houston 

1975- 

Florida 

Rio  Grande 
North  Carolina 
Alabama 
Silver  State 
Central  California 
Connecticut 
Central  California 
Greater  Houston 
Greater  Houston 
Greater  Houston 
Maine 
Maine 

Southwest  Desert 
Rocky  Mountain 
South  Texas 
New  Hampshire 
Southern  Arizona 
Southwest  Desert 
Southwest  Desert 
Iowa 
Hawaii 

Rocky  Mountain 
Mississippi 
Mississippi 
Indiana 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 

Rhode  Island  & SE  Massachusetts 
Louisiana 

Rhode  Island  & SE  Massachusetts 
South  Carolina 
Arkansas  Razorback 


BVA  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  HOST  CITIES  AND  HOTELS 


August  18-21,2015 
August  18-21,2014 
August  20-23,2013 
August  20-23,2012 
August  16-20,2011 


Louisville  Marriott  Downtown,  Louisville  KY 
Nugget,  Reno  NV 

Red  Lion  Hotel  at  the  Park,  Spokane,  WA 
San  Luis  Resort,  Galveston  Island,  TX 
Golden  Nugget  Hotel,  Las  Vegas  NV 
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August 

25-28, 

2010 

August 

18-22, 

2009 

August 

14-18, 

2008 

August 

14-18, 

2007 

August 

15-19, 

2006 

August 

16-20, 

2005 

August 

10-14, 

2004 

August 

26-30, 

2003 

August 

13-17, 

2002 

Aug-Sept 

28-01, 

2001 

August 

15-19, 

2000 

August 

17-21, 

1999 

August 

11-15, 

1998 

August 

19-23, 

1997 

August 

12-17, 

1996 

August 

21-26, 

1995 

August 

23-27, 

1994 

August 

10-14, 

1993 

August 

11-15, 

1992 

August 

20-24, 

1991 

August 

07-11, 

1990 

August 

15-19, 

1989 

August 

09-13, 

1988 

August 

11-15, 

1987 

August 

10-14, 

1986 

August 

13-17, 

1985 

August 

07-11, 

1984 

June 

26-30, 

1983 

August 

10-14, 

1982 

August 

11-15, 

1981 

August 

12-16, 

1980 

August 

07-11, 

1979 

August 

08-12, 

1978 

July 

26-30, 

1977 

August 

24-28, 

1976 

August 

12-16, 

1975 

August 

06-10, 

1974 

August 

14-18, 

1973 

July 

19-22, 

1972 

August 

04-08, 

1971 

Marriot  Crystal  Gateway,  Arlington,  VA 
DoubleTree  Hotel,  Portland,  OR 
Hyatt  Regency,  Phoenix,  AZ 
Hyatt  Albuquerque,  Albuquerque,  NM 
Adams  Mark  Hotel,  Buffalo,  NY 
Wyndham  Miami  Beach  Resort,  Miami  Beach,  FL 
Reno  Hilton  Hotel,  Reno,  NV 
Hilton  Myrtle  Beach  Resort,  Myrtle  Beach,  SC 
St.  Anthony  Wyndham  Hotel,  San  Antonio,  TX 
Riviera  Hotel  and  Casino,  Las  Vegas,  NV 
Radisson  Resort  Knott’s  Berry  Farm,  Anaheim,  CA 
San  Juan  Grand  Beach  Resort,  San  Juan,  PR 
Wyndham  Northwest  Hotel,  Chicago,  IL 
Sands  Regency  Hotel,  Reno,  NV 
Hotel  Monteleone,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Stouffer's  Renaissance,  Arlington,  VA 
Omni  Netherlands,  Cincinnati,  OH 
Holiday  Inn,  Tucson,  AZ 
Loewes  Vanderbilt  Plaza,  Nashville,  TN 
Sands  Regency  Hotel,  Reno,  NV 
Kennedy  Plaza,  Providence,  Rl 
Radisson  Hotel,  Denver,  CO 
Omni  San  Diego,  San  Diego,  CA 
Omni  International  Hotel,  Orlando,  FL 
Caribe  Hilton,  San  Juan,  PR 
Holiday  Inn,  San  Francisco,  CA 
Radisson-Plaza,  Nashville,  TN 
Deaville  Hotel,  Atlantic  City,  NJ 
International  Hotel,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Stauffer’s  Hotel,  Washington,  DC 
Sheraton  Park  Plaza,  New  Haven,  CT 
Wilshire  Hyatt  Hotel,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
International  Hotel,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Stauffer’s  Hotel,  Washington,  DC 
Ben  Franklin  Hotel,  Philadelphia,  PA 
Statler-Hilton  Hotel,  New  York,  NY 
Holiday  Inn  Hotel,  Denver,  CO 
Dennis  Hotel,  Atlantic  City,  NJ 
Roosevelt  Hotel,  Hollywood,  CA 
Playboy  Plaza  Hotel,  Miami  Beach,  FL 
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July  13-18,  1970 

August  06-09,  1969 

July  24-27,  1968 

August  01-05,  1967 

August  16-20,  1966 

July  12-17,  1965 

August  05-08,  1964 

August  06-10,  1963 

August  07-11,1962 

July  18-22,  1961 

August  03-06,  1960 

August  04-09,  1959 

July  16-19,  1958 

August  21-24,  1957 

August  01-04,  1956 

August  02-06,  1955 

August  18-21,1954 

August  19-22,  1953 

August  13-16,  1952 

August  08-11,1951 

August  23-26,  1950 

September  07-10,  1949 
September  02-05,  1948 
September  05-07,  1947 
September  20-22,  1946 


Statler-Hilton  Hotel,  New  York,  NY 
Warwick  Hotel,  Philadelphia,  PA 
Jack  Tar  Hotel,  San  Francisco,  CA 
Hotel  America,  Hartford,  CT 
Deaville  Hotel,  Miami  Beach,  FL 
Statler-Hilton  Hotel,  New  York,  NY 
Granada,  San  Antonio,  TX 
Deshler-Hilton  Hotel,  Columbus,  OH 
The  Warwick  Hotel,  Philadelphia,  PA 
Roosevelt  Hotel,  Hollywood,  CA 
Somerset  Hotel,  Boston,  MA 
Carillon  Hotel,  Miami  Beach,  FL 
Hotel  Ben  Franklin,  Seattle,  WA 
Hotel  Statler,  Hartford,  CT 
Hotel  Schroeder,  Milwaukee,  Wl 
Hotel  New  York,  New  York,  NY 
Commodore  Perry  Hotel,  Toledo,  OH 
Penn-Sheraton  Hotel,  Philadelphia,  PA 
Palace  Hotel,  San  Francisco,  CA 
Copley  Plaza  Hotel,  Boston,  MA 
Hotel  Severn,  Indianapolis,  IN 
Hotel  Washington,  Washington,  DC 
Roosevelt  Hotel,  Hollywood,  CA 
Continental  Hotel,  Chicago,  IL 
Lincoln  Hotel,  New  York,  NY 


The  Blinded  Veterans  Association  Field  Service  Program 


Wishes  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  of  the 
men  and  women  who  volunteer  for  the  BVA. 

We  also  want  to  give  a special  thank  you  to  the  many 
“Volunteer  National  Service  Officers”  (VNSO) 

Our  VNSO’S  are  doing  an  exceptional  job  assisting 
our  regular  service  officers  and  assisting  blinded 
veterans. 


26 


The  Alabama  Regional  Group  of 


BLINDED 

VETERANS 

ASSOCIATION 


SERVING  BUNDED  VETERANS  SINCE  WORLD  WAR  IS 


Congratulates  BVA  for  70  Years  of 
Blinded  Veterans  Helping  Blinded  Veterans 
We  also  thank  the  volunteers  and  Headquarters  staff 
For  organizing  this  70th  National  Convention 


President:  Mike  Lewis 
Vice-President:  Belard  Ernest 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Willie  Kelly-  Delegate 
Chaplain:  Booker  T.  Williams 
Sgt-At-Arms:  Wesley  Irving  Jr. 


Contact: 

Mike  Lewis,  ARG  President 
Email:  Iewis7410@bellsouth.net 
Phone:  (205)-478-6999 
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Connecticut  Regional  Group 

of  the 

Blinded  Veterans  Association 


Our  officers  and  Members  wish  success  for  the  BVA  National 

Headquarters  as  host  for  the 

70th  National  Convention  Louisville,  KY  August  17-21,  2015 


We  ask  that  all  BVA  members  take  a moment  to  reflect  on  the  loss  of  our  fallen 
comrade’s  of  which  includes 


Nicolas  J.  Palermo,  West  Haven,  CT 
(December  27,  2014)  who  was  one  of 
our  founding  fathers  at  Old  Avon 
Farms  Avon,  CT.  March  28,  1945 


CTRG/  BVA  Officer’s  Fiscal  year  2015- 
2016 


President  Randall  Henry 
Vice-President  Mike  Terek 
Scretary  David  E.  VanLoan  Sr. 
Treasurer  Douglas  Reid 
Delegate--  Randall  Henry 
Alternate--  David  E.  VanLoan  Sr. 
Alternate--  Tim  Summers 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


TO  THE 

BLINDED  VETERANS  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  ITS  70  YEARS  OF  SERVICE 
TO  AMERICA'S  BLINDED  VETERANS 


AND  ON  ITS 

70th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
IN  LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY 
FROM  THE 


FLORIDA  REGIONAL  GROUP 

THE  LARGEST  REGIONAL  GROUP  IN  THE  BVA 

FRG  OFFICERS  AND  DISTRICT  DIRECTORS 

2015-2016 


OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT  MICHAEL  (MIKE)  TAYLOR 

VICE  PRESIDENT  RUSSELL  POLLARD 

SECRETARY-TREASURER  GEORGE  STOCKING 
PAST  PRESIDENT  TERRY  KING 


FLEMING  ISLAND 

TAMARAC 

MIAMI 

PUNTA  GORDA 


DISTRICT  DIRECTORS 


NORTHWEST  DISTRICT 
NORTHEAST  DISTRICT 
CENTRAL  EAST  DISTRICT 
SOUTHWEST  DISTRICT 
SOUTHEAST  DISTRICT 


MDVfl  ROBINSON 
JANE  KARP 

JEFFREY (JEFF)  EBBERS 
JAMES  (JIM)  DUDA 
JAMES  (JIM)  McCOY 


TALLAHASSEE 
ST.  AUGUSTINE 
OVIEDA 
NAPLES 
SUNRISE 
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Gem  State  Regional  Group 

Of  The 

Blinded  Veterans  Association 

3313  West  Dewey  Street 
Boise,  Idaho  83703 

From  the  State  of  Idaho's  Capitol  City  Boise  to  our  Kentucky 
neighbors  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Congratulations  for  doing  a great  job  on  the  70th  BVA  National 
Convention! 

The  Gem  State  Regional  Group's  Membership  salutes  all  of  the 
70th  Convention  Delegates  and  Attendees! 

President  Doug  Owsley  208-353-7062 
Vice  President  Jack  Kesgard  208  -830-4764 
Secretary  Ken  Kraft  208-  375-2672 
Treasurer  George  Heill  208-375-7967 

We  would  also  like  to  thank  Val  Duffy  the  Boise  VIST 
Coordinator  for  all  she  does  for  us.  THANK  YOU  VAL! ! ! ! And  all 
the  members  wives  and  caregivers  for  all  you  do.  We  also  would 
like  to  welcome  our  newest  addition  to  our  group  Barbara  N.  Fultz, 
our  new  BROS.  Welcome! 

ONCE  MORE,  THANK  YOU  VERY  MUCH! ! ! 
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GEORGIA 


w ' ' M 

‘'j&: 
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Greater  Houston 
Regional  Group  of 
the  BlincUecl  Veterans 
Association 


Best  Wishes  to  the  National 
BVA  for  a Successful  70th  National 

Convention  - 2015 


Dr.  Thomas  Zampieri 

Claudia  Belk 

National  Director 

National  Region  5 

District  6 

Field  Service  Officer 

Officers 

Charles  L.  Williams 
President 

Michael  McCray 
Vice  President 

Lawrence  J.  Hooper 
Secretary/T  reasurer 

John  E.  Lee 
Sgt-at-Arms 

Shirley  Stringfield 
Public  Relations 
Coordinator 

Jerome  Ammons 
Chaplin 


Motto 

“Blinded  Veterans  Helping  Blinded  Veterans” 
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me  Heartland  Kegionai  uroup  is  more 
than  an  affiliated  entity  of  the  BVA 
located  in  the  center  of  the  United 
States,  but  the  center  of  BVA 
Membership  driven  national  activities. 
We  accomplish  this  by  supporting  and 
moderating  two  monthly  teleconferences 
open  to  all  blinded  Veterans.  These  are 
the  BVA  Leadership  Training 
Teleconference  and  the  Blind  Vet  Tech 
Teleconference. 

BVA  LeadeArship 
Training 

Teleconference 

When:  Second  Monday  of  each  month 
Time:  1300  or  1:00  Pm  Central  Time 
Phone  Number:  (866)  820-9940 

Note:  This  monthly  teleconference 
enables  individuals  to  learn  more 
about  managing  and  enhancing 
regional  groups,  current  actions  of 
BVA  National,  and  other  topics  of 
interest  for  Regional  Group 
leaders  or  officers.  Originally 
designed  to  aid  the  BVA  Director 
of  District  2,  this  training  is  now 
open  for  all  members,  and  is  led 
by  a panel  of  BVA  Board  Members 
and  Regional  Group  Leaders. 


Vet  Tech 
Teleconference 


When:  Third  Thursday  of  each  month 
Time:  1900  or  7:00  Pm  Central  Time 
Phone  Number:  (866)  820-9940 

Note:  This  monthly  teleconference 
provides  blinded  Veterans  a place 
to  freely  ask  a panel  of 
experienced  computer,  screen 
readers,  magnification,  and  smart 
phone  users  questions  about 
employing  these  items  in  daily 
life.  The  moderators  of  the  call 
originate  from  the  Technology 
Association  of  Veterans  with 
Visual  Impairments,  a working 
group  of  technology  enthusiast 
under  the  BVA  National  Board. 


If  you  are  interested  in  either  of  these 
teleconferences,  or  wish  to  learn  more  about  the 
Heartland  Regional  Group,  feel  free  to  contact  us 
at:  heartland.conferences@gmail.com 

33 


Certificate  of  Appreciation 
A Certificate  of  Appreciation  was  awarded  to 
Jerry  Morrison 

One  of  the  original  Founders  of  the  Blinded  Veterans 
Association  Indiana  Regional  Group 

For  his  outstanding  leadership,  devotion  and  Invaluable 
Services  rendered  to  blinded  veterans 


Officers  of  the  Indiana  Regional  Group 
President:  Jonathan  W.  Wethington 
Vice  President:  Lawrence  E.  Owens  Sr 
Secretary:  Freddie  Edwards 
Treasurer:  David  Gaither 
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DERBY 


The  Kentuckians  Regional  Group 

Of  Blinded  Vererans 
Would  like  to  welcome  all  to  the 
70th  National  Convention 
In  Louisville,  KY. 


Ken  Perry,  President 
Alan  Weisbard,  Vice  President 
Kathleen  Cursh,  Treasurer 
Larry  Seacat,  Sergeant  at  Arms 
Michael  Black,  Secretary 
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Blinded  Veterans  Association 
Massachusetts  Regional  Group 


Then  Now 


The  Pony  Express  took 
months  to  bring  news  and 
messages  to  all.  Paul 
Revere  took  hours  to 
deliver  his  "One  By  Land, 
Two  By  Sea"  famous 
message... 


We  can  use  the 
Internet  to  bring 
speedy  communication 
to  all  who  need  our 
help!  Where  ever  they 
be,  near  or  far! 


Officers:  President:  Kevin  Whalen  413-532-8276 
Vice  President:  Dan  Gallagher  781-352-0609 
Secretary:  Gerry  Boucher  4978-521-3982 
Treasurer:  Paul  Doherty 
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The  Michigan  Regional  Group 
would  like  to  thank  the 


SERVING  BUNDED  VETERANS  SINCE  WORLD  WAR  11 


National  Headquarters  for  organizing  the 
70th  National  Convention. 

Michigan  Regional  Group  Officers: 

President: 

Gilbert  Sanchez 

Vice  President: 

Dave  Kidder 

Secretary: 

John  Drenth 
Treasurer: 

Richard  Krasnodemski 
Sergeant  at  Arms: 

Rick  Latty 
Chaplain: 

Harry  E.  Arquette 
Delegate: 

Richard  Krasnodemski 

To  contact  regional  group  please  mail  Richard  Krasnodemski 
at  the  following  address:  15229  Garfield  Ave.,  Allen  Park,  Ml 
48101  or  call  (313)  386-7633 
Thank  You 
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Mid-Atlantic  Regional  Group 
Thank  you 

to  the  founding  fathers  of  the  BVA 
Congratulations  to  the 


BLINDED 

VETERANS 

ASSOCIATION 


SERVING  BLINDED  VETERANS  SINCE  WORLD  WAR  II 


For  70  Years  of  Blinded  Veterans  Helping  Blinded  Veterans! 
From  the  members  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  Regional  Group 

(Virginia,  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  and  Delaware) 


President:  Doris  Jones 
Vice  President:  Greg  Bennett 
Secretary:  Michaun  Harrison 
Treasurer:  Hardy  Alexander 
Chaplin:  Dr.  Clyde  Jackson 
Delegate:  Doris  Jones 


Name:  Doris  Jones,  President 

Address:  P.  O.  Box  2251,  Mechanicsville,  VA  23116 

Phone  number:  804-252-7939 

Email  address:  oliva25@gmail.com 

Web  Site  Address:  margbva.org 
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Congratulations  to  the 
Blinded  Veterans  Association 
for  70  Years  of 

Blinded  Veterans  helping  Blinded  Veterans! 


Over  the  past  two  years  it  has  been  my  honor  to  serve  as  the 
Director  of  District  3.  I look  forward  to  continuing  my 
involvement  with  fellow  blinded  veterans  in  District  3 and 
across  the  country. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  volunteers 
and  Headquarters  staff  who  organized  the  70th  National 
Convention. 
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-Pete  Davis 
Director  District  3 


The  Minnesota 
Regional  Group 

sends  its  Best  Wishes 
for  fun  and  success 
in  Louisville  Kentucky! 


tfee  of  the 
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Canada 
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★State 
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BLINDED 
VETERANS 
ASSOCIATION 

SERVING  BLINDED  VETERANS  SINCE  WORLD  WAR  li 

New  Hampshire  Regional  Group 

New  Hampshire  Blinded  Veterans  Association 
would  like  to  thank  the  volunteers  and 
Headquarters  staff  who  organized  the  70th 
National  Convention  in  Louisville,  KY 

Congratulations  to  the  Blinded  Veterans 
Associations  for  70  Years  of  Blinded  Veterans 
helping  Blinded  Veterans! 

Lois  Weber 

45  Durrell  Mt  Rd 

Belmont,  NH  03220 

Yellowkayak43@metrocast.net 
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BLINDED  VETERANS  ASSOCIATION  OF  NEW  JERSEY 
SALUTES  THE  80th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
IN  LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY 
PRESIDENT -JOSEPH  LEAL 
VP -JOSEPH  POJEDENIC 
2nd  VP  HERMAN  WEISS 

SECRETARY  / TREASURER  BRUCE  GROENDYKE 


JBLINDED 
^■VETERANS 
/*  ASSOCIATION 

SERVING  BUNDED  VETERANS  SINCE  WORLD  WAR  II 
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NEW  MEXICO  BVA  REGIONAL  GROUP 


ALBUQUERQUE  VA  MEDICAL  CENTER 


WISH  ALL  BVA  MEMBERS  & STAFF  A SAFE 


AND  SUCCESSFUL  CONVENTION  IN 


Louisville,  KY  Aug  17-21,2015 


NMRG  OFFICERS 
505.265.1711x5405 


President:  Alvin  Spears 
Vice  President : John  Woodcock 
Treasure:  Don  Wadleigh 
Secretary:  Annette  Tolito 
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North  Carolina 
Regional  Group 

Of  the 


Blinded  Veterans  Association 


NC  Regional  Group  BVA  Officers:  2015-2016 


President 

Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Chaplain 
Serge  ant-At-Arms 


Vernon  Richmond 
Vance  Eller 
Angel  Eason-Scott 
Marvin  Lee 
David  Saylor 
Raymond  Smith 


Thank  You  Marvin  Lee,  Treasurer! 

" 70th  National  Convention  of  the  Blinded  Veterans  Association" 
August  16th-21st,  2015  Louisville,  KY 

For  more  information  about  the  Regional  group  please  contact 

Vernon  Richmond,  336  437-6426 
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Would  like  to  say 

THANK  YOU 


Blinded  Veterans  Association,  volunteers, 
and  the  Kentuckiana  Regional  Group! 


Contact  the  N.A.R.G.  at: 

bva.narg.president@gmail.com 
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. TO  SEARCH  LOCAL  AREA  FOR  MORE  GUIDE  DOG  SCHOOLS  - GO  TO*  VWWV.NFB.ORG 

* The  above  schools  are  strictly  for  informational  purposes,  this  is  not  an  endorsement  by  the  BVA  Ohio  RG. 


GREETINGS  from 
PA  REGIONAL  GROUP 
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L-R  Installing  Officer  Wanda  Grover,  President  Neil  Appleby,  VP  Rich  Shaner,  Treasurer  Bill 
Anderson,  Judge  Advocate  Tom  Doyle,  Sgt-at-Arms  Brian  Study 


HOW  SWIET  IT  IS 


HERSHEY,  PA 

Past  National  President  Neil  Appleby,  and  his  wife  Mary,  celebrate 
with  their  granddaughters  both  of  whom  are  Dean’s  List  Scholars. 
Elizabeth  Sommerfeld  (left)  will  be  a sophomore  at  Savannah 
College  of  Art  8t  Design  and  Laila  Keadan  (right)  will  be  a Freshman 
at  George  Mason  University.  We  are  proud  grandparents. 
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PUERTO  RICO  REGIONAL  GROUP,  INC. 

Of  the  Blinded  Veterans  Association 
Room  ID  178,  Casia  Street  #10,  Veterans  Administration  Caribbean 
Healthcare  System  San  Juan,  PR  00901 
787-641-7582,  Extension  21128/(939)397-5286  E-mail: 
j osegut63@hotmail.com 


The  Puerto  Rico  Regional  Group  would  like 
to  thank  the  BVA  Field  Service  Program  and  Volunteers  for 
their  performance  and  dedication  to  blinded  veterans 
across  the  nation  during  the  past  year.  This  regional  group 
recognizes  your  high  standards  of  excellence  in  the  veteran’s  rehabilitation  with 

vision  impairment. 


Ottt&fa *teU*ty  Senvitc 


Jose  L.  Gutierrez,  President 

r 

4ngel  Reyes,  Vice-President 
Ruben  Sanchez,  Secretary 
Vbraham  Castro,  Treasurer 


Jesus  Rosario,  Sergeant -at -Arms 
Francisco  Latimer,  Chaplain 
Luis  Mande,  Vocal 

Allan  You  ng,  Mayaguez  Coordinator 


Jasper  Ridge  Inc. 


LuxlQ™  Diagnostic  System 

New  lighting  exam  technology  is  a clinic  changer. 


Measure  and  prescribe  lighting  and  filters;  www.jasperridge.net 

Visit  us  at  the  Precision  Vision  booth! 
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The  Rhode  Island  & S.E.  Massachusetts  Regional  Group 
of  the  Blinded  Veteran’s  Association 
would  like  to  thank  our  Blind  Rehab  Outpatient  Specialist, 

Amber  Vailincourt 

at  the  Providence,  Rhode  Island  VAMC 

Amber  has  only  been  with  us  for  a year,  but  it  seems  a lot  longer 
because  she  has  accomplished  so  much  in  such  a short  time. 

She  has  started  a blind  Veteran’s  rowing  team  and  I-Pad  training 
classes,  along  with  helping  blind  Veteran’s  with  home  visits. 

We  thank,  and  honor  you,  Amber 


2015-16  Officers 
President-  Randall  C.  Durrigan 
Vice  President-  Anthony  Ricci 
Secretary-  Pierre  R.  Jobin 
Treasurer-  Richard  W.  Sears 
Chaplin-  Norman  Boyce 
Sgt.  at  arms-  Kenneth  Long 


In  Memory  of  FallenMembers 
Edward  Barrs 
Walter  Cullen 
Robert  Hodge 
Peter  Koshmatian 
Robert  McKinney 
Simon  Palmieri  (past  VP) 


Other  People  Who  Helped  Us  Suceed  in  2014-15 
Adele  Geringet,  VIST  Coordinator 
Carl  Hytinen  VIST  Volunteer 
Anthony  Ricci,  VIST  Volunteer 


Regional  Group  contact  information 
rdurrigan@comcast.net  or  call  Randy  at  (508)  994-9215 
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'he  RIO  GRANDE 
Regional  Group 


a 

BLINDED 

VETERANS 

ASSOCIATION 

SERVING 

BLINDED  VETERANS  SINCE  WORLD  WAR  II 

Wishes  all  Blinded  Veterans  and 
their  families  a successful  and 
rewarding  70th  National 
Convention! 


Group  Officers: 

President  & Founder:  Bill  Case 
Vice  President:  Terry  Kebbel 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Steve  Ellis 
Chaplain:  Nat  Richard 
Sgt.  at  Arms:  Charles  (Bobby)  Oxford 


Bill  Case  - El  Paso,  TX  - (915)  821-0989-  Email  : gibcase1949@att.net 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA  REGIONAL  GROUP  of 

Blinded  Veterans  Association  (SCRG  of  BVA) 


The  South  Carolina  Regional  Group  would  like  to  thank  the  following  members 
for  their  efforts  this  past  year  Gretchen  Wilson,  Agnes  Jefferson,  Noah  Love  and 
George  Hallman.  We  would  like  to  hold  in  remembrance  our  fellow  brother  and 
friend  the  late  Clarence  (Gene)  Huggins.  His  many  years  of  devoted  service  of 
being  our  Treasurer  will  not  go  unnoticed. 

The  South  Carolina  Regional  Group  would  like  to  thank  the  BVA  Field  Service 
Program  and  Volunteers. 


List  of  Officers 


President/Treasurer:  CHERYL  GAJADHAR 
Vice  President:  AGNES  JEFFERSON 
Secretary:  GRETCHEN  WILSON 
Sergeant-of-Arms:  GEORGE  HALLMAN 
Chaplain:  NOAH  LOVE 
Primary  Delegate:  GRETCHEN  WILSON 


Contact  Info  for  Regional  Group 

Name:  CHERYL  GAJADHAR,  PRESIDENT 

Address:  3830  DAVIES  DRIVE,  COLUMBIA,  SC  29223 

Phone  number:  (803)  754-6764 

Email  address:  clgajadhar@aol.com 

Web  Site  Address:  www.scbva.com 
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Attention! 


TO:  The  Blinded  Veterans 
Association  (BVA.org) 


FROM:  The  South  Texas  Regional  Group 

(STRG) 


From  the  Alamo  City  of  San  Antonio , Texas 
Congratulations  for  hosting:  the  70th 
National  BVA  Convention  at  the 

Louisville  Marriott  Hotel,  Louisville,  Kentucky 

President:  Guadalupe  “Waiiey”  Guerra 
Vice  president:  Jose  A.  Cotto 
Secretary:  Elbert  L.  Brown,  Sr. 

Treasurer:  John  Woolridge 

Honorary  Member:  Secretary  Elbert  L.  Brown 
Commended  for  outstanding  services  to  the  STRG: 

Don  and  Isabel  Howard 
Thank  you! 
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BLINDED  i 

VETERANS 

ASSOCIATION 


SERVING  BLINDED  VETERANS  SINCE  WORLD  WAR  II 


Joe  Tasbv 
President 
James  Korp 
Treasurer 


David  Mevrick 
1st  Vice  President 
Michael  Harrison 
Sergeant  of  Arm 


Steve  Smith 
2nd  Vice  President 
Johnny  Crosby 
Chaplain 


The  Southern  Nevada  R.G.  would  like  to  send  best  wishes 
to  the  Blinded  Veterans  Associations  70  years  of  service 
to  all  blinded  vets.  We  would  also  like  to  thank  the 
National  office  for  hosting  this  year's  convention.  We 
wish  you  much  success  in  this  endeavor. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  about  the  Southern 
Nevada  R.G.  please  contact: 

Joe  Tasby  David  Meyrick 

702-869-8637  702-253-6466 

Jtsby2003@yahoo.com  rdml469@cox.net 


SNRG-BVA 
PO  BOX  46272 
Las  Vegas,  NV  89114 
WWW.SNRG-BVA.ORG 
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Regional  Group 


Regional  Group  Officers 

President  Wayne  Allen 
Vice  president  Clifford  Davis 
Secretary  John  Johnson 
Treasurer  Roy  Snyder 
Chaplin  George  Good 
Sgt  at  arms  J.A.  Holloway 

Knoxville  Chapter 

President:  Thomas  Dunn 
Sec/Tres.:  James  Winchester 

Mid  south  Chapter 

President:  Altered  Morgan 

Vice  President:  Roland  Montgomery 

Secretary:  Calvin  Poole 

Treasury:  Lorenzo  West 

Sgt.  at  Arms:  Carlston  Hayslett 

Chaplain:  Charlie  Chrlowitt 


We  are  proud  to  welcome 
the  Mid-South  and 
Knoxville  chapters  to  the 
Regional  Group. 


We  also  thank  the  BVA 
Field  Service  Program  and 
Volunteers  for  all  of  your 
hard  works. 
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The  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Blind  Veterans  Association  of  Utah 


Sends  their  warmest  wishes  to  the  National  Blinded  Veterans 

Association 

for  their  70  years  of  service 
to  all  Blind  Veterans  and  their  Families 


For  more  information  about  the  Utah  Blinded  Veterans  Association 


Please  contact  one  of  our  local  group  officers. 


President 
Steven  Sannar 

slsannar@yahoo.com 

(801)292-5667 


Vice  President 
Ernie  Ferran 

ernie@vettechllc.com 

(801)318-3427 


Treasurer 

Nathan  Ostergaard 

nproelite@gmail.com 

(801)309-0910 
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The  Blinded  Veterans  Association  of  Wisconsin  would  like  to  Congratulate  and 
thank  the  Kentuckiana  Regional  Group  and  BVA  National  for  conducting  the  70th 
National  Convention.  Your  Efforts  for  organizing  this  outstanding  convention 
are  very  appreciated  from  our  regional  group. 

2015  Schedule  of  events  for  the  Wisconsin  Regional  Group. 

* March  31st  - Conference  Call  Meeting 

* May  29  th  - Annual  elections,  selection  of  National  Convention 

Delegate(s),  Golden  Corral,  Green  Bay,  Wis. 

*July  16th  - Meeting  followed  by  annual  picnic,  held  at  Veteran's 
Terrace,  Burlington,  Wis. 

^September?-  Meeting  TBA 

*December  ? - Christmas  Party,  Ho  Chuck  Hotel  Casino,  Lake  Dalton,  Wis. 

2015- 16  Officers  for  the  Blinded  Veterans  Association  of  Wisconsin 


President 

Gary  Traynor 
Rice  lake,  Wis. 
Judge  Advocate 
John  C.  Carter 
Greenfield,  Wis. 


Vice  President 


Dennis  Marquardt 
Marinette,  Wis. 

Sergeant  at  Arms 


Ken  Owens 


Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 


Secretary/T  reasurer 

Tom  Peralta 
Richland  Center,  Wis. 

Chaplin 

Sylvester  Regan 
Sheboygan  Falls,  Wis. 
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AER  honors  the 
Blinded  Veterans  Association 
on  the  occasion  of  its  70th  National  Convention 

The  Association  for  Education  and  Rehabilitation  of  the  Blind 
and  Visually  Impaired  is  a 4,000-member  group  of 
professionals  - Vision  Rehabilitation  Therapists,  Low  Vision 
Therapists,  Orientation  & Mobility  Specialists,  Teachers  of  the 
Visually  Impaired,  and  others  - who  are  proud  to  provide 
rehabilitation  and  education  services  to  veterans  and  others 
with  visual  impairments. 

Upcoming  AER  Events 

Nov.  4-6,  201 5 - AER  Conference  on  Vision  Loss  in  Older  Adults  & 
Veterans:  Leveraging  Our  Collective  Wisdom,  Norfolk,  VA 

July  20-24,  201 6 - AER  International  Conference,  Jacksonville,  FL 

July  1 9-22,  201 7 - AER  International  Orientation  & Mobility 
Conference,  Pittsburgh,  PA 


Association  for  Education  and  Rehabilitation 
of  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired 

1703  N.  Beauregard  St.,  Suite  440  • Alexandria,  VA  22311-1744  USA 
(703)  671-4500  ■ Fax  (703)  671-6391  ■ aer@aerbvi.org  ■ www.aerbvi.org 
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A bluejaywireless 


Keep  in  touch. 

It’s  easier  (and  freer)  than  ever. 

Blue  Jay  Wireless  Lifeline  service  keeps  you 
connected  with  family,  friends  and  employers. 

Qualifying  Lifeline  customers  will  receive: 

A Free  phone,  plus  500  Free  minutes  or  texts  each  month. 
No  credit  check.  No  contract. 


Do  you  qualify? 

Simply  bring  proof  of  income,  or  proof 
that  you’re  participating  in  any  of  these 
government  programs  : 

• SNAP 

• Medicaid 

• TANF 

• Section  8 Housing 

* Ask  about  others  not  listed  here. 


Our  next  event  is  coming  soon. 
Hope  to  see  you  there. 


Blinded  Veterans  Association 
National  Convention 

280  W Jefferson  St,  Louisville,  KY  40202 
August  17-21,2015 


Learn  more  at  bluejaywireless.com 


This  is  a Lifeline  service  provided  by  Blue  Jay  Wireless,  LLC,  which  is  an  eligible  telecommunications  carrier,  (1)  Lifeline  is  a 
government  assistance  program.  (2)  Service  is  non-transferable.  (3)  Only  one  Lifeline  discount  (wireless  or  wireline)  may  be  received 
per  household.  (4)  Only  eligible  consumers  may  enroll  in  the  program.  (5)  Consumers  who  willfully  make  a false  statement  In  order  to 
obtain  the  Lifeline  benefit  can  be  punished  by  fine  or  imprisonment  or  can  be  barred  from  the  program.  (6)  Customers  must  present 
proper  documentation  confirming  eligibility  for  the  Lifeline  program  through  participation  in  Federal  Public  Housing  Assistance  or 
Section  8,  Supplemental  Nutrition  Assistance  Program  (SNAP,  formerly  known  as  Food  Stamps),  Low-Income  Home  Energy 
Assistance  Program  (LIHEAP),  income  at  or  below  135%  of  the  Federal  Poverty  Guidelines  (may  vary  by  state),  Medicaid,  National 
School  Lunch  Program's  Free  Lunch  Program,  Supplemental  Security  Income  (SSI),  Temporary  Assistance  to  Needy  Families  (TANF), 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  general  assistance,  Tribally  administered  Temporary  Assistance  for  Needy  Families,  Head  Start  (only  those 
households  meeting  its  income  qualifying  standard)  or  the  Food  Distribution  Program  on  Indian  Reservations.  Program  based 
eligibility  criteria  varies  by  state.  Proof  of  eligibility  includes  an  eligible  program  card  or  statement  of  benefits.  Pennsylvania 
Residents:  "Consumers  have  the  right  to  contact  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Consumer  Services  at  1-800-692-7380  if  complaints 
brought  to  Blue  Jay’s  Customer  Service  Department  are  not  resolved."  Texas  Residents:  Consumers  must  meet  eligibility 
requirements,  as  determined  by  the  Texas  Low-Income  Discount  Administrator  (LIDA)  to  enroll  in  the  Lifeline  Program.  In  addition  to 
receipt  of  benefits  (by  enrollee  or  enrollee’s  child)  from  the  programs  listed  above,  residents  of  Texas  may  qualify  based  on 
Household  income  at  or  below  150%  of  the  Federal  Poverty  Guidelines,  receipt  of  health  benefits  coverage  under  the  State  Child 
Health  Plan  (CHIP)  under  Chapter  62,  Health  and  Safety  Code,  or  classification  as  an  elidible  resident  of  tribal  lands  pursuant  to 
P.U.C.  SUBST.  S.  26.412(c)(5). 
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Cage:  7BTP4 
Duns:  786648621 
P-Cards:  Yes 


Cellular  Phones 


About  Us: 

McCarty's  Enterprises 
specializes  in  phone  and 
communication  accessories  that 
allow  individuals  with  disabilities 
to  more  fully  engage  in  life 
activities.  We  are  certified  to 
work  with  the  VA  across  the 
globe.  We  partner  with  Blue  Jay 
wireless,  and  provide  phones 
and  service  for  those  who  have 
been  displaced  due  to 
catastrophes.  We  are  a FEMA 
vendor,  giving  free  phones  and 
250  minutes  to  people  in  need. 
Whether  it  is  vision,  hearing, 
mobility,  speech,  or  cognitive 
impairments,  we  have  a variety 
of  devices  to  make 
telecommunication  simple. 


Specialized  Phones 


Contact  Us: 

McCarty's  Enterprises  Inc. 

"Specialized  Phones  for  Special  people" 

3206  Oriole  Lane 
Denton,  TX,  76209 


POC:  Vival  McCarty,  CEO 
Phone:  940-535-8244,  (888)-414-7947 
Email:  Specialphones.vival(cDGmail.com 
Fax:  940-387-2266 

We  Accept  All  Major  Credit  Cards 
Including  Visa,  American  Express, 
Mastercard,  Discover  and  Diners  Club 
Government  P Cards 


Tablets 


Affiliations: 

We  are  approved  by  the  VA  tc 
do  business  with  any  VA  hospitaj 
in  the  world.  Currently,  we  are 
working  with  multiple  Hospitals 
across  the  United  States.  With  a’ 
close  affiliation  with  Blue  Jay 
Wireless,  we  are  able  to  team  u| 
with  them  for  any  project  that 
requires  a 250  free  minutes,  or 
telecommunication  carrier.  The1 
Lifeline  Program  offers  discount) 
on  Landline  and  wireless 
telephone  service  making  it 
affordable  for  millions  of  low 
income  citizens  who  could  not 
otherwise  afford  it. 


NAICS  CODES 

• 423690  - Electronic  Parts  and 
Equipment  Merchant  Wholesalers 

• 517919 -All  Other 
Telecommunications 

• 334220  - Wireless  Communications 
Equipment  Manufacturing 

• 334210  - Telephone  Apparatus 
Manufacturing 


FEMA 


W#:MEN 

OWNED 


Products 


Clearsounds  al600bt  Geenmarc  - BDP400  CSC600ER  w/  Pendanl 


Geenmarc-  Apmli600  BJ  Smart  Phone  w/  Pendant  ODIN  VI  Cellular  j 


sesar^? 

• 

■yB^r  I 

■ppPHONE 

- 

Clearsounds  8"  Quad 
Core  Android  Tablet 


Sesame  Touch  Free 
Smartphone 


60 


enhanced 


vision 


■H 


Low  Vision  Solutions 


mm 


Visit  the  Enhanced  Vision  Booth 


SEE  WHAT'S  NEW! 


msrlinGl 

uCtra 


VISION 

Are  You  Ready  for 
a Low  Vision  Aid?  i 


s may  be  obvious  that  you  are  ready  to  use  the 
^ of  a low  vision  aid,  yet  you  might  be  wonder- 
i low  vision  aid  is  right  for  you.  Some  visual  aids 
gujrg_more  of  a financial  investment 


T *n:n^ 


Full  High  Definition 
Wide  Field  of  View 
Easy  to  Set-up  & Use 


ami 


Portable  & Lightweight 
3 to  5 Hours  Continuous  Use 
View  Images  at  a Distance 


^ Don’t  Forget 

to  pick  up  your  New  Updated 
Enhanced  Vision  VA  Reference  Guide 


888-811-3161 

www.enhancedvision.com 
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Computers  And  Assistive 
Technology  For  Blind  I 
And  Low  Vision  Veterans 

We  have  been  pleased  and  honored  to  provide  the  VA,  and  the  veterans  it  serves,  1 
Dell™  Computer-Based  Assistive  Technology  Solutions  for  over  13  years. 


Our  dedicated  VA  website,  www.evas.com/vet,  provides  an  overview  of  the 
Assistive  Technology,  and  the  desktop,  laptop  and  tablet  computers  available  from 


EVAS. 


14”,  15”,  & 17”  Dell  Laptops 


19”  & 23”  [ 


Serving  The  Disabled  Co 


EVAS,  an  industry-leading  provider  of  accessible  computers,  has  teamed  with  Dell™ 
to  create  Computer-Based  Assistive  Technology  Solutions  specifically  designed  for 
people  who  are  visually,  physically,  hearing  or  learning  disabled.  Our  Plug  & Play 
Systems  run  right  out  of  the  box,  with  Application  Software,  Peripherals  and 
Assistive  Technology  installed  and  configured.  1 

EVAS’  Assistive  Technology  Solutions  are  tools  that  can  be  used  to  gain 
independence  - an  independence  which  can  open  the  doors  to  further  education  or 
employment  opportunities  and  a better  quality  of  life. 

k , 


Dell 


Tablets 
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If  you  would  like  a price  quote  or  have  questions,  e-mail  us  at  contact@evas.com 

800-USA-EVAS  • 800-872-3827 
Learn  more  at  www.evas.com/vet 


FIDELCO  GUIDE  DOG  FOUNDATION 


www.fidelco.org 

Fidelco  Guide  Dog  Foundation,  Inc. 

103  Vision  Way  • Bloomfield,  CT  06002  • 860-243-5200 


For  more  than  half 
a century,  the  Fidelco 
Guide  Dog  Foundation 
has  proudly  served  our 
nation’s  blinded  military 
heroes  — from  the  Korean 
War  era  to  the  present  — 
by  providing  them  with  the 
highest  quality  German 
Shepherd  Guide  Dogs. 

Fidelco  is  dedicated 
to  providing  increased 
freedom  and  independence 
to  the  men  and  women  who 
have  served  our  nation  and 
fought  to  protect  it. 


Thank  you  for 
your  service. 


Share  the  Vision® 


Maj.  Joseph  Link  (Ret.)  was  blinded  while  serving  in 
Vietnam.  He  was  a Marine  and  on  a Navy  SEAL  team. 
Joe  is  partnered  with  Fidelco  Guide  Dog  “Tonka.” 
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Guiding 
Eyes 

For  The  Blind 


OVER  50  YEARS  OF  SERVICE 


to  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired 

When  I walk  down 
the  street  with  my 
Guiding  Eyes  dog, 

I am  blind,  yet  I am  safe. 


Guiding  Eyes 

for  the  Blind 

611  Granite  Spring  Rd. 
Yorktown  Heights, 
New  York  10598 

Phone:  914.245.4024 
800.942.0149 

Email: 

info@guidingeyes.org 

Web: 

www.guidingeyes.org 


Residential  Training 

Home  Training 

Special  Needs  Training 

ACTION  (Accelerated  Client 
Training  Option) 


• O&M  Seminars 


64 


Meeting  the  needs  of  All  Pedestrians 

Modern  intersections  are  confusing  for  all  pedestrians 


The  Navigator  APS  provides  additional  Information  at  every 
phase  of  the  walk  cycle  through  Audible  and  Vibro-Tactile  cues 


More  information  means  better  decisions  at  the  crosswalk. 


Polara.... 


So  that  everyone  can  take  a walk 


www.polara.com  • 1 (888)  340-4872 

Leading  the  Industry  in  Accessible  Pedestrian  Signals 


j 
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Improving  Lives  for 
Blind  or  Low  Vision 


Sprint  is  committed  working  with  phone 
manufacturers  and  the  blind  and  visually 
impaired  community  to  deliver  user- 
friendly  accessible  phones. 

Check  out  the  website  for  the  top 
accessible  devices  for  individuals  who 
are  blind  or  visually  impaired. 

Sprint  Accessibility  Store 

sprint.com/accessnow 

Or  contact  our  Sprint  Support  for 
Customers  with  Disabilities  at 

855-885-7568 

or  email 

sprintaccessibility@sprint.com 


7990  - 20AS 


good  works 


Offers  and  coverage  not  available  everywhere  or  for  all  phones/networks.  Visit 
sprint.com/coverage  for  info.  Restrictions  apply.  See  store  or  sprint.com  for  details. 
© 2015  Sprint.  All  rights  reserved.  Sprint  and  the  logo  are  trademarks  of  Sprint. 
Other  marks  are  the  property  of  their  respective  owners. 

66 


You  Served  America. 

Let  Us  Serve  You  with  Our  Technology 


E-bot,  iPad  Compatible  Magnifiers  with  OCR 

The  FIRST  and  ONLY  iPad  Compatible  Portable 
Near  and  Distance  Video  Magnifier  w/  OCR! 

• Connect  wirelessly  to  iPad  via  built-in  Wi-Fi 

• Use  touch-screen  gestures  on  iPad 
Full-page  or  screen-capture  OCR 
Easily  set  up  and  fold  down 


U)hat  yflii 
can  do— 


Read,  sort  and  hear  mail  read  aloud 
Sign  checks  and  write  under  camera 
Perform  hobbies  and  crafts 
Connect  with  large  monitor  at  home, 
then  iPad  when  on-the-go 


CANDY  5 HD  II  Handheld  Video  Magnifier 

Close-up  and  Near-distance 
Magnification  with  Vibrant  HD 
Picture,  Image  Capture  Feature 
and  Convenient  Folding  Handle. 


CANOYSHOa 


Blaze  EZ  & Blaze 

A New  Standard  in  Book  Players... 

Revolutionary,  Pocket-sized 
Multi-Players  with  Integrated 
Stand-alone  OCR  and 
Text-to-speech  for  Books, 

Music,  Documents,  Podcasts, 
Recording,  DAISY  and  More 
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NOTES: 


Make  Your  Voice  Heard 

Voiceye  has  been  making  documents  accessible  for  over  10  years 

but  we  need  your  help! 

Please  contact  the  businesses,  organizations,  and  agencies  in  your  area  and  request  Voiceye  as  your  preferred 
method  for  accessibility.  With  your  help  we  can  make  documents  accessible  to  you,  in  the  format  you  choose, 
with  Voiceye.  Help  us  help  you  by  spreading  the  word  about  the  Voiceye  solution  to  accessible  documents. 


Samsung  Heauncare 


Our  Value: 


• \ 


Pharmacies  are  actively 
searching  for  prescription 
labeling  solutions.  Since 
our  solution  provides 
accessible  prescription 
labeling  at  no  cost 
Voiceye  provides  the 
incentive  for  pharmacies 
to  place  the  devices 
needed. 


V'  - J 


Pharmacies  are  actively 
searching  for  prescription 
labeling  solutions.  Since 
our  solution  provides 
accessible  prescription 
labeling  at  no  cost 
Voiceye  provides  the 
incentive  for  pharmacies 
to  place  the  devices 


needed. 


Large  Font 


High  Contrast 


Text-to-Speech  and  Voiceover 

Users  can  listen  to  the  text  through  the 
smartphone's  native  accessibility  features  or 
through  a text  to  speech  engine. 

1 0 Levels  of  Magnification 

With  multiple  levels  of  magnification,  the  user 
can  determine  what  size  text  suits  them  best. 

5 Levels  of  High  Contrast 

Users  determine  the  contrast  that  best 
increases  comprehension  of  the  information 
provided. 

Read  through  Refreshable  Display 

Those  who  can  read  Braille  are  able  to  get 
text  as  braille  through  the  use  of  a refreshable 
braille  display  using  Bluetooth  technology. 

58  LanguageTranslator 

For  users  with  language  barriers  Voiceye 
incorporates  Google  Translate,  offering  access 
to  information  in  58  languages 
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Audible  Paper  with 
VOICEYE 

VOiCEYE  Solution  - 
the  revolutionary 
way  to  make  printed 
Information 
accessible. 
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For  more  information,  or  to  request  a consultation,  contact  us  at  vesales@viewplus.com  or  at  1-866-836-2184 
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VOICCYC 

For  iOS  & Android 


Voiceye  is  a free  smartphone  application  that  allows  users  to  access  print  information  in  multiple 
accessible  formats.  Simply  by  scanning  a dense  2-dimensional  Voiceye  code,  a person  can  access  text  using 
magnification,  high  contrast,  text-to-speech  or  Voice  Over,  and  can  even  send  the  text  to  a refreshable 
braille  display  for  easy  braille  reading.  The  following  information  will  help  you  understand  how  to  use  your 
free  Voiceye  application  to  access  print  information  easily  and  effectively. 


DOWNLOAD  THE  APP 

To  download  the  free  Voiceye  smartphone  application,  open  your  native  app  store  and 
search  for  Voiceye.  Although  there  are  several  smartphone  applications  made  by  the 
Voiceye  corporation,  select  the  standard  application  simply  named  Voiceye. 

Select  Install  to  download  the  application  to  your  smartphone.  Once  the  application 
completes  the  installation  the  Voiceye  application  is  ready  to  use.  Your  new  Voiceye 
application  will  now  be  displayed  along  with  your  other  applications.  Select  and  open 
the  Voiceye  application  to  begin  use. 

SCANNING  VOICEYE  CODES 

To  scan  a Voiceye  code,  begin  by  opening  the  application  then  follow  these  instructions: 
• Press  the  top-left  button  named  "Scan" 


• Position  your  smartphone  so  that  the  entire  Voiceye  code  is  displayed  on  the  phone's  screen. 


• If  the  code  is  not  scanning,  adjust  your  distance  between  your  phone  and  the  Voiceye  code  so  the  majority 
of  the  screen  is  filled  with  the  code. 


• A successful  scan  will  automatically  display  the  text  held  within  the  Voiceye  code 


iOS 

• To  hear  the  text,  turn  on  Voiceover.  Using  two  fingers, 
swipe  down,  from  top  to  bottom  of  the  screen. 

• To  get  text  in  large  font,  press  the  "plus"  button,  and 
to  decrease  font  press  the  "minus"  button. 

• For  High  Contrast  modes,  press  the  button  with  four 
colored  squares. 

• To  access  the  58  Language  Translator,  move  to  the 
next  bar  by  pressing  the  button  with  three  dots. 

Select  the  first  box,  with  the  letter  "A".  To  translate 
into  another  language,  select  the  language  button  to 
the  right,  choose  your  language  of  preference,  press 
done,  then  hit  the  "Translate"  button  on  the  bottom 
left  of  the  screen. 


Android 


To  hear  the  text,  press  your  phone's  "Option"  button, 
then  select  "Start  TTS" 

To  get  text  in  large  font,  under  the  "Setting"  selection, 
press  the  "plus"  button,  and  to  decrease  font  press 
the  "minus"  button. 

For  High  Contrast  modes,  under  the  "Setting" 
selection,  press  the  button  with  four  colored  squares. 

To  access  the  58  Language  Translator,  press  your 
phone's  "Option"  button,  and  select  "Translate". 

To  translate  into  another  language,  select  the 
language  button  to  the  right,  choose  your  language 
of  preference,  then  hit  the  "Translate"  button  to  the 
right  of  the  selected  language. 
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For  70  years,  you  have  been  a valuable 
partner  in  helping  NIB  create  career 
opportunities  for  our  nation’s  veterans. 
Congratulations,  BVA. 
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THE  WORLDS  MOST  INTUITIVE  TACTILE  READING  SYSTEM 


